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“Studies from Belgium, Spain and the United Kingdom show that
banning mobile phones from schools improves academic

performance, especially for low-performing students. Analysis for
this report shows that, globally, almost one in four countries has
introduced such bans in laws or policies.

Article 25 of the education law in Tajikistan states that the use of
mobile phones by students is prohibited in primary, vocational and
secondary schools. In Uzbekistan, the law calls for switching off all
devices when entering schools.

Several schools and universities in the United States have also started
banning TikTok and other platforms."
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“Six years ago, as officials at the Netherlands” Calvijn College began

considering whether to ban phones from their schools, the idea left
some students aghast. “We were asked whether we thought we were
living in the 1800s”said Jan Bakker, the chair of the college, whose
students range in age from 12to 18years. While the majority backed
the idea, about 20 zof the parents, teachers and students surveyed
were staunchly opposed. Some were parents who worried about not
being able to get hold of their children during the day, while a
handful of teachers argued it would be better to embrace new
technologies rather than shun them. Still, school officials pushed
forward.“ Walking through the corridors and the school yard, you
would see all the children were on their smartphones. Conversations
were missing, the table tennis tables were empty ’said Bakker.
“Basically we were losing the social culture."
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“Cell phones, smart watches, and tablets are now banned for pupils at
Dutch primary and secondary schools. The Dutch government called
them a "distraction that reduces academic performance and social

interaction.
"There is increasing evidence that cell phones in class are harmful.
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Students can concentrate less and their performance suffers. We need
to protect students from that ’the Dutch government said in a
statement.

Greece and Italy already have mobile phone bans in schools, and
Germany has been mulling a similar move. A recent study by the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
recommened limiting the use of phones at school.”
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“Australia will ban children under 16 from using social media, after
its parliament approved the world's strictest laws.

The ban, which will not take effect for at least 12months, could see
tech companies fined up to A$50m$)32.5m£25.7m( if they don't
comply.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese says the legislation is needed to
protect young people from the"harms" of social media, something
many parent groups have echoed.

The legislation does not specify which platforms will be banned.
Those decisions will be made later by Australia’s communications
minister, who will seek advice from the eSafety Commissioner-an
internet regulator that will enforce the rules.

However the minister, Michelle Rowland, has said the ban will
include Snapchat, TikTok, Facebook, Instagram and X. Gaming and
messaging platforms are exempt, as are sites that can be accessed
without an account, meaning YouTube, for instance, is likely to be
spared.
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